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FACTS  ABOUT  SHENANDOAH  HOMESTEADS 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 

I 
t 

OFFICIAL  NAME:  Shenandoah  Homesteads 


LOCATION*  On  seven  sites  in  Greene,  Madison,  Page,  Rappahannock 

and  Rockingham  counties,  northeastern  Virginia. 
Project  Headquarters:    Elkton,  Virginia. 


HISTORY  OF  PROJECT:        Initiated  by  the  Division  of  Subsistence  Homesteads  of 

the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Federal  Emergency 
Relief  Administration,    Transferred  to  the  Resettlement 
Administration,  May  15,  1935«    Final  approval,  June  1, 
1936. 


PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT:        ^°  provide  farms  for  the  families  dispossessed  of  their 

homes,  located  in  Shenandoah  National  Park.    The  project 
is  intended  to  give  the  families  an  opportunity  of  re- 
habilitation.   They  have  been  resettled  in  areas  where 
they  can  obtain  economic,  educational  and  social  ad- 
vantages and  services,  which  were  not  available  in  their 
isolated  mountain  settlements. 


PROJECT  DESCRIPTION:      This  agricultural  community  project  totals  6,390  acres 

and  has  175  farms.    Farms  vary  in  size.    Near  Vfolftown, 
each  farm  averages  65  acres;  in  Greene  County,  the  average 
farm  is  approximately  35  acres.    Plans  provide  for  full- 
time  and  part-time  individual  farms  and  co-operative  farms. 
On  part-time  units,  the  acreage  of  vegetables  is  larger  to 
carry  out  the  "live -at-home"  plan  for  these  families. 
Principal  crops  grown  are  corn,  barley,  clover,  berries  and 
truck.    Cattle,  hogs,  and  chickens  are  raised  by  all  home- 
steaders.   Supplementary  income  of  part-time  farm  families 
is  derived  from  work  in  Shenandoah  National  Park,  orchard 
and  farm  labor  in  the  vicinity  and  home  handicraft  industries. 

Existing  schools  serve  the  homesteads  in  several  counties, 
but  additional  educational  facilities  will  be  necessary.  A 
community  building  is  planned. 

HOUSE  DESCRIPTION:         Frame  houses,  of  3,  4,  and  5  rooms,  have  been  built,  and 

existing  dwellings  on  the  project  have  been  remodeled  and 
repaired.    Water  systems  and  sanitation  have  been  provided, 
and  electricity  will  be  available.    Outbuildings  include 
barns,  poultry  houses,  meat  and  vegetable  houses,  and  hog 
houses . 


HOMESTEADERS:      Approximately  550  families  were  dispossessed  through  the 
purchase  of  181,000  acres  of  land  for  the  National  Park. 
Families  for  occupancy  on  the  project  were  selected  from 
those  unable  to  relocate  themselves  without  governmental 
aid.    These  people  are  representative  of  the  native  Anglo- 
Saxon  inhabitant  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  Mountains. 
They  have  been  handicapped  by  small  incomes,  subsistence 
standards  of  living,  and  a  lack  of  social  and  educational 
opportunities. 


